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UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON
+ + + + +
PUBLI C SCOPI NG MEETI NG FOR LI CENSE RENEWAL
SURRY POAER STATI ON
+ + + + +
VEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19, 2001
The Public Scoping Meeting took place at
the Surry Conmbined District Courtroom Surry County
Gover nment Center, 45 School Street, Surry, Virginia,
at 1:30 p.m, Chip Caneron, Facilitator, presiding.
PRESENT:
CH P CAMERON
CHRI S GRI MES
ROBERT PRATO
ANDY KUGLER
HON. WLLI AM H. BARLOW
HENRY BRADBY
JUDY LYTTLE
DOUG CASKEY
TYRONE FRANKLI N
CONSTANCE RHODES
CLAUDE REESON

W LTON BOBO
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(1:30 p.m)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Good afternoon,
everybody. M nane is Chip Caneron, |'mthe Speci al
Counsel for Public Liaison in the Ofice of Ceneral
Counsel at the Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssion.

| would like to wel cone all of you to the
Nucl ear Regul at ory Conmm ssi on's Scopi ng Meeting onthe
preparation of an environnmental inpact statenent for
Dominion's license application for renewal of the
licenses at Surry Units 1 and 2.

| ' mgoi ng to serve as your facilitator for
t oday' s neeting. And | just want to cover three
things briefly about the neeting process before we go
to the substance of the di scussions today.

| would like to talk a little bit about
what the NRC s obj ectives are today. Secondly | woul d
like to go over the format and ground rules for
today's neeting. And, third, | would like to just
briefly go over the agenda with you, so that you know
what to expect today.

In ternms of the objectives for the
neeting, the NRC wants to explain its process for
evaluating the request for I|icense renewal, and

specifically what the rol e of t he Environnment al | npact
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5

Statenent is in the NRC s deci sion naking process on
the Iicense renewal applications, and al so on howt he
NRC wi | I devel op and prepare the Environnmental | npact
St at enent .

Scoping, this has been advertised as a
scopi ng neeting. And scoping is atermthat is used
in connection with the preparation of Environnental
| npact Statenents. The Environnental | npact Statenent
is a docunment that serves to assist the Nuclear
Regul atory Conmission in making its decision on the
applications for license renewal .

And scopingis the process that all ows the
NRC to receive informati on on potential environnental
i mpacts that m ght be | ooked at, that shoul d be | ooked
at, in the Environnental I|npact Statenent.

So the second objective is to hear from
all of you on any information that you m ght have to
of fer on potential inpacts that the NRC shoul d | ook at
in preparing the Environnmental |npact Statenent.

Then in a few m nutes the NRC staff will
tell you a little bit nore about the Environnental
| npact St atenent process.

In ternms of -- | guess | should say in
terms of getting information fromyou, that the NRC

will also be taking witten comments on the scoping
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6

i ssues, and we wi |l | get -- maybe get a new m crophone,
| don't know. W may need a battery, and I will just
go up here for now.

W wanted to be here today to talk with
all of you in person. And the remarks that you hear
t oday may hel p you to prepare witten comments, if you
want to file those. But | would just enphasize that
any comments that the NRC hears today will be treated
in the same way as witten conments.

Internms of format t he neeting, basically,
is going to have two segnments. The first segnent is
going to consist of two brief presentations fromthe
NRC staff, to give you a context, to give you
background information, so that you will be able to
understand the license renewal process.

And after each of those presentations we
will go to you to see if there are any clarifying
qguestions that you m ght have for the NRC to answer.
After that we will go to the second segnent of the
program

And that is going to be formal conments
fromany of you who wi sh to nake formal coments. And
when we get to that period we are going to go to sone
| ocal officials, and others, and start off with that.

And then we are going to ask the Dom ni on Conpany to
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7
give us an overview of their [license renewal
appl i cati on.

Internms of ground rules, if you are goi ng
to ask a question, or when you cone up to give a
presentati on, please give us your name and
affiliation, if appropriate.

We are keeping atranscript of the nmeeting
today that will be publicly available. But |I would
i ke to know who you are when you are talking.

And the second ground rule, please just
one person at a tinme speaking, not only so that our
st enographer can get a clean transcript, but also so
that we can give our full attention to whonever has
the floor at the tine.

Qur last ground rule is | want to meke
sure that everybody who wants to tal k can tal k t oday,
so | would just ask you to try to be as conci se and
econonm cal as possible in your coments.

And I'"mgoing to ask you to try to keep
your formal conment to five mnutes. W' ve set that
as a sort of flexible ground rule, so that we can nake
sure that everybody gets a chance to speak

In terns of the agenda, we are going to
start off with Chris Giinmes, whois right here in the

front row And Chris is the branch chief, and | have
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to-- 1 will never remenber this, but License Renewal
and St andardi zati on Branch.

That is in the NRCs Ofice of Nuclear
Reactor Regul ation. And, Chris and the people who
work for Chris, are responsible for nmaking the NRC s
initial recommendation, and the eval uati on of |icense
renewal applications.

And, as youw || hear fromChris, thereis
two aspects, or three aspects, perhaps, tothelicense
renewal eval uation process. One is the environnental
analysis that we are, primarily, here to tal k about
t oday.

But, secondly, there is an analysis of
safety, what are called safety issues, at the
facility. And Chris will tell youalittle bit nore
of that.

Then there are sone inspection reports
that come in. Well, in Chris' branch they integrate
all of that information, including the environnental
information, to nake their decision.

So he is going to talk about I|icense
renewal overview, so that you see how all these
various pieces fit together.

Then we are going to focus on

environnental issues, and Andy Kugler, who is down
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9
here, Andy is the environnmental project nanager for
t he preparation of the Environnmental |npact Statenent
on the Surry |license renewal application.

And he i s going to give you an overvi ew on
that. By way of background, Andy has a bachelor's
degree from Cooper Union in New York Cty, and a
master's in technical managenent from Johns Hopki ns
University. He has also served as a |licensed senior
operator for GQulf States Uilities before he joined
t he NRC.

And Chris has been with the NRC since
1973, and he has a bachel ors in nucl ear engi neering,
and now has the managerial responsibility for the
l'i cense renewal .

And with that | would just thank you all
for taking the tinme to be here today. W are | ooking

forward to talking to you, and | will turnit over to

chris.

MR. GRIMES: Thank you, Chip. As Chip
mentioned I am Chris Ginmes, |I'mthe chief of the
Li cense Renewal and Standardization Branch. | have

overall responsibility for the conduct of the power
reactor |icense renewal program at the NRC.
And | -- before we get into the specifics

of the process, and the solicitation of coments
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today, | thought it would be inportant to provide a
context and a backdrop for today's neeting by giving
you a fundanental idea about the Iicensing process,
and the NRC s roles and responsibilities.

As you know Dom nion has submtted a
license renewal application for Units 1 and 2 at
Surry. They did so in a conbined application, with
the North Anna plant. W have one safety revi ewthat
covers all four units between Surry and North Anna.

W have t wo separ at e envi ronment al revi ews
because of the two different sites. The two units at
Surry have licenses that currently expire in 2012 and
2013. And the license renewal process that | want to
overview for you, is essentially the sane as the
original licensing process when these plants were
first constructed.

The Atom c Energy Act provides that the
Nucl ear Regulatory Commission is responsible for
public health and safety, ©protection of the
envi ronnent, and common def ense and security. It also
provi ded t hat each power reactor woul d have a 40 year
license term

But the Atom c Energy Act went on to say
t hat those |l i censes coul d be renewed. The original 40

year |license termwas based primarily on anti-trust
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and econom c factors, not on any technical limtation
of the plant design.

However, having established a 40 year
license term the Commi ssion realized, in the early
1980s, that we would have to establish a process in
order to make |icense renewal decisions.

So the Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssion set
forth requirements for license renewal in Part 54 to
Title 10, which you wll hear wus refer to,
periodi cal ly, throughout these brief presentations, as
10 CFR 54.

There is a conpanion regulation that
provi des t he scope of the environnental review, and it
is provided in Part 51, or 10 CFR51. The application
for license renewals are typically being submtted
right now, because utilities have about a 10 year
pl anning horizon in order to develop |arge new
generating capacity.

And so current -- licensees are currently
| ooking at |icense renewal in order to understand what
t he expectations are regarding the plant inspection
and mai nt enance practices for the period of extended
operation, in order to nake these decisions about

whet her or not it is cost effective to continue pl ant
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12
operation, to decommssion it, or to extend the
i censes.

The process that the NRC provi des for, as
Chip nentioned, essentially runs in two parallel
paths. There is a safety review that |ooks at the
scope of |icense renewal issues.

And that scope is focused on the aging
managenent prograns for passive long-lived system
structures and conponents. The reason that the
Conmi ssion felt that that could be a focus of these
regul ations is because there are ongoing regul atory
processes that nonitor the mai ntenance of the current
licensing basis and the provisions for things like
ener gency planning, and security plans.

These are things that need to be
constantly attended to. However, those processes do
not explicitly look at the plant's design capability
to cope with long-termdegradati on of equi pnent dueto
agi ng effects.

So the license renewal application focuses
on those inspection progranms, and naintenance
practices, that are used to maintain the nmargins of
safety in the plant safety equi pnent.

Separately we conduct an environnental

review, and M. Kugler is going to address that in
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nore detail. But the two principal products fromthe
NRC staff are a Safety Evaluation Report, and an
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent.

Those are taken together with two other
pieces. One is an independent review of the safety
issues by the Conmi ssion's Advisory Conmittee on
React or Saf eguar ds.

That is an independent body of experts
fromthe industry and academ a, who have particul ar
expertise on safety issues, and they |ook at the
quality of the staff's safety findings.

There is al so an independent inspection
program that verifies certain key elenments of the
staff's safety findings. And so, collectively, the
Conmmi ssion's decision on this |license renewal
application will rely on a Safety Eval uati on Report,
an Envi ronnental | npact Statenent that i ncludes public
conmenting, an ACRS report, and an I nspecti on Report.
And those are the four principal products.

The schedul e for this activity i s about a
25 month schedul e, because for this application we
have had no petitions to intervene for a Hearing. Had
t here been a petition submtted and granted, then the
schedul e would have been about 30 nobnths to get

t hr ough t he whol e process.
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Before we get into M. Kugler's
presentation on the environnental review process |
woul d like to introduce Robert Prato. Bob Prato is
the safety project manager. Bob is responsible for
the conduct of the safety reviews by the NRCs
techni cal staff.

Bob and | are going to be available after
the neeting if there are any questions that you have
about the aging managenment program review, or the
specifics of the safety review process, and the
ultimate contents of the safety evaluation report.

But unless there are any particular
guestions you have about the overall process, |I'm
goingtoturnit over to Andy Kugl er to go through the
envi ronment al revi ewprocess, and t he scopi ng process.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And let's just see
if people do have any questions about the overall
i cense renewal process.

(No response.)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay, let's go to
Andy.

MR GRIMES: And | will nention this, as
Andy is comng up here, Bob and | will be avail able
separately if you have any specific questions about

t he process.
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MR. KUGLER  Thank you Chip, and Chris.
Again, nmy nane is Andy Kugler, and I'm the
environnental project manager. \hat that means is
that I'm leading the team that is perfornmng the
envi ronnental review.

At this point what we have on our team we
have a nunber of NRC staff, and we al so have severa
experts that we have contracted, with the National
Laboratories, to bring in their expertise for the
eval uati on

The Nati onal Environnental Policy Act was
enacted in 1969. And for our purposes what it
requires us to do is to inplenent a systematic
approach to eval uate environnental inpacts.

In | ooking at environmental inpacts we
wi Il be considering the inpacts of the action that is
proposed, in this case |license renewal, as requested
by Virginia Power Domi nion.

W wll also consider environnental
i npacts of any alternatives that nmay be available to

t he action that was requested. And that woul d i ncl ude

a no action alternative. In other words, sinply not
approving the request for license renewal. And we
will evaluate the environnmental inpacts of those

al ternatives.
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The NEPA process i s basically a disclosure
tool. Theintent is for us to provide information out
tothe public, and al so to gather i nformation fromthe
public that nay be hel pful in reaching our decision.

We consi der |icense renewal to be a major
federal action, and what t hat neans, in the context of
the work that we are doing, is that we will prepare an
envi ronnental inpact statenent. It is anore detailed
docunent than we m ght ot herw se prepare for a sinpler
action, or a smaller action.

We are in the process, at this point, of
gathering the information we need to prepare that
docunent. And in particular at this stage we are
perform ng what we call scoping. And we are trying to
find out information fromnenbers of the public, and
fromot her agencies, that will -- that m ght have sone
bearing on our eval uation.

So in particular we are |ooking for
information that maybe is not readily available, or
concerns that nmenbers of the public have that maybe
have not been addressed.

W want to take a | ook at those and see if
they require further eval uation, and eval uate t hemin

our Environnmental |npact Statenent.
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This slide provides what we call our
deci sion standard. What it is we aretryingto-- the
deci sion we are trying to reach at the end, whet her or
not the environnental inpacts of this action, |icense
renewal , are so great as to preclude this action as an
alternative.

And | want to enphasi ze that even when we
reach the end, let's assune for a nmonment, if we were
to decide at the end that |icense renewal is
acceptable, from an environnental perspective, all
that means is that it will be okay for the licensee to
operate for the additional 20 years.

W don't determ ne whether they actually
do operate for those additional 20 years. Those
deci sions are made el sewhere, in particular by the
i censee thensel ves, and by state regul ators.

It i s possiblealicensee coul ddeterm ne,
after all this, that it is not econonm cally feasible
to continue to operate a unit. That is their
decision. But we are sinply determ ning whether it is
acceptabl e environnental | y.

This slide gives alittle nore detail on
t he environnental portion of the reviewprocess. The
| i censee's application was received at the end of My.

In the mddle of August we issued a notice of our
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i ntent to performscopi ng, which we are doi ng now, and
our intent to develop an Environmental | npact
Statenent in relation to the action.

We are currently in the scoping process,
which will run through the mddl e of Cctober. After
that we will conplete developing a draft of the
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent.

We expect to issue that draft toward the
end of April of next year. It will be issued, at that
point, for public comment. The public will be given
a period of time to review the docunent and prepare
conment s.

W will also, at that point, cone back
here for a second neeting, to accept verbal coments
as well, simlar to what we are doi ng today.

After receiving any comments, and
eval uating those coments, we will then devel op the
final Environnental |npact Statenent, which we expect
to issue around the end of next year. So it is a
rat her | engthy process.

We gather the information for our
evaluation from a nunber of different sources.
Qovi ously we use the Applicant's docunents, that they

submtted to us, |ooking for public comments here.
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W also go out and we talk to state,
Feder al agenci es, | ocal agencies, and | ocal peopl e who
may have information that wll help us in our
eval uati on.

We alsogotothe site ourselves, whichis
part of what we are doing this week. W will be
visiting the site, |ooking around, getting famliar
with the lay of the land, howthe site interacts with
the environment. And we use all that information to
devel op our Environmental |npact Statenent.

On our team we enploy experts from a
nunber of different fields. Here we are trying to
ki nd of show, graphically, the sorts of areas we are
| ooking at. Everything fromthe air, tothe water, to
under the ground.

W al so | ook at things |i ke soci oecononi c,
how does t he pl ant af fect people's |ives economnically;
does it have i npacts t hat are non-econoni cal on peopl e
t hat maybe have sone negative inpact on individuals.

So we try and look at all the ways in
which the plant can affect the public and the
envi ronnent .

Ri ght now our schedule is to conplete the
scopi ng by the m ddl e of October. The coment period

runs out on the 15th of Cctober. After that, as |
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i ndi cated, we will devel op our draft in April, and we
expect to issue a final docunment in Decenber of 2002.

| amthe agency's primary point of contact
for the environnental review In the slides that
you' ve received, you have this same slide, it has ny
phone nunmber if you need to talk to ne about
something, or if you have a coment you want to
submt, and you can discuss it. | still need to get
it in some formthat we can use, either a witten
letter -- as Chip indicated, verbal conments given
here at these neetings, which are transcribed, are
treated the sane as witten coments.

The docunents associated with I|icense
renewal have been nmade avail able. The SwemLi brary at
the College of WIlliam and Mary, is kind enough to
hol d docunents for us. And this was the | ocation that
used to be the local PDR, if any of you have used it
previously. But they have the application. They've
got sonme of the reference documents, and they wll
continue to receive any docunents that are generated
in the future as we proceed in our review

So if you want to | ook at the docunents
they will be there. Most of the docunents will also

be avail able on our web page, and they will also be
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avai |l abl e i n our docunent managenent system whichis
avai |l abl e onli ne.

If you want to submt coments to us,
ot her than verbal coments given today, your options
-- we've tried to give you as many options as we
could. Ooviously you can wite us aletter, and this
is the address you would wite to.

You can stop by in person if you want to,
stop by in Rockville. Not too many peopl e take that
option for sone reason, but it is available to you.
You can al so submt comments by email. W' ve set up
a special mailbox. Andif you prefer using email that
i s anot her nethod that you can use to submt.

That concludes ny presentation. | f
anybody has any specific questions for nme concerning
the environnental review process, we can take those
now. Oherwise |I thank you for your tinme.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Does anyone have any
questions, out there, on the environnental process?

(No response.)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Okay. Thank you,
Andy. We are going to go out to all of you, there are
sone formal conments now, and what | would |ike to do

istostart with sone of the governnment officials, and
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| would like Delegate Bill Barlow, fromthe Virginia
House of Del egates, to conme up to speak to us.

Del egat e Bar | ow?

DELEGATE BARLOWN Thank you very nuch, M.
Chai r man. The citizens here in this area really
appreci ate the opportunity for all of us to cone and
to make our comments in regard to this renewal of the
permt process.

| would |iketojust make, probably, three
or four points. First of all is that we here, inthis
conmunity, and incidentally | represent Surry County
inthe newredistricting, all of Surry County, nost of
Isle of Wght County, a little bit of Southanpton,
part of the Gty of Franklin, all of the city of
Wl lianmsburg, and part of Janmes City County.

So all this area |'mvery nuch concerned
about, and |I have lived here all of ny life, and I
want to continue to see this to be an outstandi ng area
in which to live.

The other points that | want to nake,
first of all, the problemthat we have in sone parts
of the country is that they don't want any nuclear
power .

You know, one of the vital points that we

have is that we want to make sure that there is an
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uninterrupted flow of electrical energy. If we |ose
that we have a major problem W have al ready seen
that in California and other parts of the West.

And although there are a nunber of
conplicating factors causi ng t he probl ens t hat they' ve
had out there, certainly one of the factors is the
deci sion nade, sone years ago, to cease the
construction of nuclear power and generation plants.

And, certainly | think we, in this area,
have shown foresi ght i n agreei ngto have nucl ear power
plants in our area. And we think that the decisions
made to that effect several years ago are certainly
bearing fruit today. And we certainly want nucl ear
power to continue to be generated in our area.

The second point is in regard to the
environnent, and certainly that is a mgjor i ssue here
today. We feel that the power plant here has shown a
very cl ear and strong adherence to sound envi r onnent al
policies.

I f you go up there, if you take the trip
up the road to the plant you will see fields, youwl|
see forest, youw |l see awldlife refuge right next
to the power plant. So, certainly, the environnent is
being carefully continued and the quality of the

environnent is carefully continued by t he exi st ence of
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this plant, and by the policies and the operation of
the plant. So certainly that is not a concern.

In regard to, and the | ast point |I would
like to make is in regard to safety. |[|'ve taken a
tour of the plant on several occasions, nost recently
just a couple of nmonths ago.

And | have really been i npressed with how
carefully the plans, the procedures have been worked
out, and have been carried out in regard to the
operation of the plant.

Certainly safety, particularly in these
recent days, in the | ast week or ten days, the safety
of our citizens has to be a paranmount concern. And |
feel that this plant has denonstrated, on a daily

basi s t hrough noni toring, self-nonitoring by the pl ant

itself, nmonitoring by the nuclear regulatory
officials, I think it has shown that this is a safe
oper ati on.

And if the application, the renewal
application process is, the permit is approved, then
t hat safe operation will continue.

Agai n, thank you for bei ng here t oday, and
voi ci ng your views. Thank you M. Chairnman.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you Del egat e

Bar | ow.
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Next we are going to go to M. Henry
Bradby. And M. Bradby is the Chairman, | believe, of
the Isle of Wght County Board of Supervisors. M.
Br adby.

CHAI RVAN BRADBY: Thank you sir, and al
persons assenbled. W are happy to be here today to
do whatever we can to encourage the process, and to
see that the Iicense will be approved.

| heard the Chairman say that he woul d
i ke us to hold our conments to five mnutes. W have
a thing over inlIsle of Wght that we ask that you use
a maxi mumof five mnutes, and a mini mumof two. |'m
goi ng to choose the two.

| again say we bring you greetings from
t he governing body of the County of Isle of Wght,
known as the Board of Supervisors, and be here today
for the purpose to do all we can to see that the
license is renewed.

And | see there is five sentences, |I'm
going to choose the fifth one. And that is you wll
accept any comrents you nmay have today.

| will say, without hesitation, that the
power plant is a good neighbor. 1 live closer to the

power plant than any of the other five board nenbers,
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and never have a thought about anything goi ng wrong,
because | concur with M. Barl ow.

| have toured the plant, it is well
mai nt ai ned, carefully | ooked after, and I don't have
any know edge of ever havi ng any envi ronnent al probl em
over in Isle of Wght that happened over at the power
pl ant .

These ar e good nei ghbors, very cooperative
nei ghbors, and Isle of Wght stands firmand will do
all it can to see that this license is renewed. W
have a fire departnent right in Isle of Wght, nearer
to the power plant than any other station. And we
stand ready to be of any assi stance.

We have a very closerelationshipwiththe
staff over at the power plant. And | want to say
today | thank you for the opportunity to speak on
behal f of the county. Thank you, and God bl ess you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Chai rman
Br adby.

Next we are going to go to Judy Lyttle,
fromthe Surry County Board of Supervisors, and |
bel i eve Judy is the Bacons Castle representative on
the Surry County Board.

MS. LYTTLE: Good evening to everyone. |

am so glad to see so many out this afternoon to
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support, or if you have objections to the Surry
Nucl ear Power Plant, we are here to hear that, also.

But as a representative of Surry County,
and the Bacons Castle District, we are so happy to
have Virginia Power and Dom nion resources in Surry
County.

We feel that it has been a great asset,
and we know it has been a great asset to this county.
It has provided for great nunber of educational
pur poses. It provides economcs for our -- just
taking care of our citizens in a |lot of ways.

We feel that Virginia Power is very safe,
we have no problenms with that based on visiting the
power plant, based on the NRC s inspections.

| was here at a neeting, | think it was

| ast year, where the NRC cane in and tal ked about

their new inspection procedure. And | was very
i mpressed.

And as a citizen, and | live within five
mles of the plant, | have no fear that anything is

goi ng to happen there that woul d affect our citizens
in any way.

We are gl ad you are here, we hope that the
NRC will relicense the plant. W want it here, we

wel conme it here, and we thank you for com ng.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch
Supervi sor Lyttle.

Next let's go to M. Doug Caskey, who is
t he Adm nistrator of Isle of Wght County.

MR. CASKEY: Good afternoon. Qbviously |
stand here today as the chief adm nistrative officer
for Isle of Wght, in support of the renewal of the
license for this facility.

M. Bradby has nentioned a few of the
things that this facility brings, not only to the
region, but to the Cormbnwealth as a whole. But |
t hi nk when | reflect on Surry Nucl ear, and |I' ve toured
the facilities nunmerous tines over the past nunber of
years, what cones tony mndis total conm tnment as an
oper ati on.

Total conm tnent i nthe sense of providing
nucl ear energy in the nost efficient and safe manner,
| think, that technology will allow, and regul ations
will allow, in ternms of this being a facility.

Nati onwi de, from the know edge that I
have, Surry Nucl ear, and t he Domi ni on' s operations are
theeliteinthe group. The service that is provided,
the utility that is provided to the region, to the

Commonweal th, is imreasurable in nmany aspects.
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The fact that we always know that the
hei ght of their interest is safety and security, and
t he production of that utility in a manner that w |
not underm ne the area as a whol e.

The other total conmtnment that |I'mvery
much aware of is the commtment to the environnent
that Surry Nucl ear provides. | think it goes w thout
sayi ng there are nunmerous areas i n whi ch they have | ed
the way over the decades in being environmental
stewards, to being in the business of providing
nucl ear energy, and yet to have the level of
consci ousness that they do, relative to the
envi ronment al protection, is certainly to be
conmended.

Their total commtnent, also, is to the
Hanpton Roads regions, and to the communities at
| arge. Qbviously they are a trenendous asset to Surry
County. But they are also a trenendous asset to al
t hose neighboring jurisdictions within the region,
including Isle of Wght County.

They provi de atrenmendous enpl oynent base,
t hey are extrenely supportive corporate citizens, not
only to Surry County, but to the region. They are

essentially, their nmanagenment teans are at our beck
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and call when we call upon them to need themfor any
reason.

Their commitnent is really wi despread in
all areas. Thereis -- whether it is to the econony,
the environnent, the product that they provide in
utility production. It filters down through all
aspects of life that probably many people in this
regi on, over the course of the |ast decades, have
t aken for granted.

But if Surry Nuclear capability was not
here, and the capability to provide safe and effi ci ent
nucl ear energy were not here, | think certainly we
woul d recogni ze the difference.

Certainly we are in support, and stand
ready to assist in any way possible for this |license
renewal . Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, M.
Caskey. Let's go next to M. Tyrone Franklin, who is
with Surry County governnment, and | believe the
Director of Planning?

MR. FRANKLIN: That is correct. Good
aft ernoon, nenbers of the hearing panel, citizens and
friends of Surry County. M nane is Tyrone Franklin,

and as the gentleman indicated, |I'm the Comunity
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Devel opment Director in the Planning Department of
Surry County.

Approximately 27 years ago VEPCO, now
knowmn as Domnion Virginia Power, received a
conditional use permt to construct and operate the
Surry Nuclear Plant as a generating source for
producing electricity.

During that tine, from the county's
perspective, the main intent for the approval of the
permt was to ensure that the proposed use, |ocation,
did not conflict with the Iand use plan; that public
heal th, safety, and general welfare of the community
was not adversely inpacted; that adequate utilities,
of f-street parking facilities would be provided, and
that the necessary safeguards would be in place for
the protection of the surroundi ng property, persons,
and nei ghbor hood val ue.

Li ke then, as well as now, the Dom nion
Virginia Power has continued to operate the facility
with the highest degree of professionalism while
payi ng close attention to the concerns posed by the
Board of Supervisors, and citizens of Surry County,
and the approval process of their conditional use

permt.
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Domi ni on Power has proven to be a great
corporate citizen and steward for the environnment. 1In
each instance they have been known to go beyond the
expectations that we m ght have had in the county.

Since ny arrival to the county | have had
the opportunity to visit the facility. And what |
found was a very well run operation. | was quite
i mpr essed.

And it is an honor for nme, as a county
enpl oyee, to stand before youin full support of Surry
Power Station's license renewal application. Thank
you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, M.
Franklin. Let's go to Constance Rhodes, who is the
President of the Smithfield/Isle of Wght, or the
Executive Director of the Smthfield/Isle of Wght
Chanber of Conmerce.

M5. RHODES: Thank you, M. Chairman. |'m
Const ance Rhodes, President of the Smthfield Chanber
of Commrerce. W neighbor Surry County.

The purpose of ny attendance today is to
endorse the Surry Power Station Units 1 and 2 for
relicensing. | too have visited the plant, and have
been very i npressed wi th t hei r professi onal operation,

and their attention to safety.
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There are lots of things that | coul d say
about the station, but I think today | shoul d probably
conment on t he comuni ty comm t nent perspective. They
provided safe and reliable electricity to this
comuni ty and adj oi ni ng conmunities, for nore than 20
years.

They have been good corporate citizens,
good nei ghbors, contributing to a neani ngful way of
life, contributing to the quality of Iife, and
therefore giving the citizens a better place in which
to live and work.

Their commtnent in Isle of Wght, in
particul ar, has been denonstrated i n a bi g way t hrough
the United Way effort. Because of their generous
contributions they have assisted 12 non-profit
agencies in Isle of Wght on a yearly basis, enabling
us to neet the needs of those less fortunate in our
comuni ty.

As well when a recent devastating
hurricane hit southeastern Virginia, the Surry
enpl oyees j oi ned forces with ot her Dom ni on enpl oyees,
t o provi de canned foods and househol d itens for those
who suffered the | oss of hones and property.

The conpany was recently honored with the

Governor's Community Servi ce and Vol unt eeri sm Awar d.
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These are but a few exanpl es of how Dom nion's | ong-
standing tradition of investing in comunities is
mani f ested | ocal | y and beyond t o enconpass the entire
state of Virginia.

Phi | ant hropy and comrunity partnerships
are well established traditions at Dom nion. Their
i nvol verrent i n our communi ties, and beyond, to incl ude
the whole state of Virginia, denonstrates their
corporate citizenship.

| have full confidencethat thistradition
will continue well into the new century. Thank you
for your tine.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch
for that corment. Let's hear it fromanother Chanber
of Conmerce representative, M. C aude Reeson, from
the Surry County, President of the Surry County
Chanber of Conmerce.

MR REESON: Good afternoon, |adies and
gentl emen, C aude Reeson, President, Surry County
Chanber of Conmerce.

Domi nion Virginia Power's record speaks
for itself, I think all of us here know that. | have
toured the facility, it is a stellar facility,

extrenely clean, well maintained, and operated.
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They also have been a nodel corporate
citizen, and have hel ped nany organizations in the
county, plus provided jobs and an enornous tax base.
"' m sure everybody here knows that if they were not
there it would be an econom c disaster for Surry
County.

But we hope they will be there for many,
many years to cone. And we do encourage NRC to
approve this process. So we are |ooking forward to
wor king with the fol ks at Dom ni on Virginia Power for
many years to cone. Thank you

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, M.
Reeson. Before we go to some -- to hear from sone
representatives from Dom ni on Power, and sone ot her
citizens fromthe community, | would like to ask M.
Wl ton Bobo to conme up

M. Bobo is the Deputy Coordinator of
Emer gency Managenent for Janmes City County. Thank you
for being with us, M. Bobo.

MR, BOBO Thank you for inviting ne.
Good afternoon. It is always a pleasure to be in
Surry County.

| understand that the Nucl ear Regul atory

Conmi ssion is considering the i ssue of safety, anong

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

36

other things, for the relicensing of Surry Power
Pl ant .

Well, today | got my neeting |ocation
m xed up, and | went all the way over to Surry Power
Plant. And its response to |last week's events is
right up there with their issue of safety. It was
conplete and airtight.

| think it was so tight that | sawa fl ock
of geese, and they did a right turn above them above
Surry Power Plant. And |'mpretty serious about that.

So that i s anot her i ndicationthat they do
t he nucl ear safety on the sanme | evel, at | east, onthe
sane | evel that we see out there for the security out
there at the plant today, as we speak.

As Deputy Coordinator for James City
County, ny responsibility is for planning for nucl ear
ener genci es, anong ot her things. And, thankfully, we
have not had any.

But 1| would like to testify to the fact
that all of the people at the Surry Power Plant have
worked with the county, they have worked with the
peopl e in the energency operations center, they have
provided training, all of the things that we need to
do in order to prepare to save and protect life and

property shoul d we have an energency. Now, they have
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given nme great confidence that we are not going to
have any, because |'ve been here in the county for
going on five years now, and | haven't even seen ny
phone, or pager, has never called -- have never called
nme as a result of any safety issues, whatsoever.

But, neanwhile, we go about the business
of bei ng prepared, not just Janes City County, but the
whol e region is a better prepared regi on because of
the activities that are conducted at Surry Power
Pl ant .

Now, take the issue of hurricanes,
t or nadoes, those kind of things that have nothing to
do with the operation of the plant, the fact that we
work with Surry, we nmintain a viable energency
response organi zati on, keeps us better prepared to
respond to those non-nucl ear emergencies.

And | "' mglad to have Surry Power Pl ant as
a partner, technical advice, procedural advice,
what ever it takes, | have yet to have any request, for
that matter, reasonabl e request to Surry Power Pl ant
that they did not respond to in a very positive
manner .

Not only is Janes City County a better
prepared county because of the presence of Surry Power

Pl ant in our community, but the whole regionis better
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prepared. It spills over intojurisdictions that are
not even risk jurisdictions.

As many of you know we have gone into
regi onal i zation for energency managenent. And | just
can't say enough good things. If you want nme to go on
for another half hour | would be happy to. But it is
positive, and | urge you to go ahead and nmake the
correct decision and issue the license like it should
be.

W need t he power, we need t he good peopl e
t hat we have at the plant, we need the | eadershi p and
gui dance, and t he conti nued partnershi p of Surry Power
Plant, as well as Janes City County, and the other
jurisdictions in the area.

Thank you very nuch.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, M. Bobo.
And | think it is appropriate now to go to two
representatives fromthe Dom ni on Power Conpany, and
then go back out to sonme other people from the
comuni ty.

| would liketo ask Richard Blount to join
us. M. Blount is the Site Vice President at Surry.
M. Bl ount.

MR. BLOUNT: Thank you.
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Good afternoon. Like yousaid, ny naneis
Richard Blount, |I'm the Site Vice President of
Dom nion’s Surry Nucl ear Power Station.

| would like to thank the NRC for com ng
out heretodothis thing for us, thelicense renewal.
W wel cone the input fromthe public, any issues they
bring forward.

|"m excited about this opportunity for
Surry Power Station. And | guess | get excited about
tal king about Surry, and I can run on for 30 or 40
m nut es. I will try to keep nyself under control
her e.

I'"m not just excited for nyself, 1I'm
excited for the 850 enpl oyees at the station. License
renewal will assure continued safe operation of Surry
Power Station, which now produces 15 percent of the
power in the State of Virginia.

It alsow || assure that the |l ocal econony
will continue to reap the benefits of the |arge
enpl oyee base of Surry Power Station.

Surry County has received continued
revenue fromthis area; since 1966 130 mllion dollars
has gone to Surry County. For ne, personally, and for
t he 850 enpl oyees, will be continued enpl oynment goi ng

further into the century.
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| would |ike to take this noment to talk
about nyself, my relationship to Surry County, and to
this area. | grew up 20 mnutes from the power
station. | attended Smithfield H gh School, | went to
Main Street Baptist Church in Smithfield.

Al though | grewup in Smithfield, ny wife
and | nowlive in York County. M son goes to, lives
i n Newport News, and goes to O d Dom nion University.
He has graduated, he is out of the hone.

| canme to Surry Power Station in 1974 as
a summer intern, and as a laborer, while | was
majoring in physics at O d Dom nion University. I
greatly and quickly devel oped an affinity for Surry
Power Station, and the nuclear technology that was
used to produce electricity.

| joined the conmpany for a tine in 1977
after graduating fromd d Dom nion. | worked ny way
up fromengi neering technician to where I' mat today,
as sitevice president. M career path included going
t hrough supervi sor of naintenance, instrunentation,
chem stry, instrument shop.

After going through all those departnents
| became the director of nuclear safety and Iicensi ng
in 1997. | becane a director of operations and

mai nt enance i n 1999. | becane site VP in 2000.
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Surry Power Station has a history of safe
and efficient operation. Since the 1990s Surry has
consistently been ranked one of the nost efficient
producers of nuclear generated electricity in the
United States.

The station has also achieved, and
continues to achieve high levels of safety and
performance as neasured by the Nuclear Regulatory
Conmi ssion, and the |Institute of Nuclear Power
Oper ati on.

From 1992 to 1998 the Nucl ear Regul atory
Commi ssion, in its systematic assessnent of |icense
performance reports gave the station high marks for
safety.

Under the new oversi ght process, whichis
updat ed on a quarterly basis on the agency's website,
Surry Power Station has maintai ned green wi ndows in
the area of safety performance, meaning all the NRC
saf ety cornerstones are net.

The I nstitute of Nucl ear Power Operations
al so has consistently given Surry Power Station high
marks. Since we began conmercial operation in 1972
utility representatives from30 countries have coneto
Surry Power Station to learn. W have |earned from

themal so. W want to continue to |l earn and i nprove.
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Many of you are aware that Surry Power
Station is adjacent to Hog Island wildlife preserve.
We designed Surry Power Station such that the water
that is released fromthe power station goes around
Hog Island so as to protect the oyster beds.

Al so we designed a structure which takes
in, as water cones in, renoves fish fromthe water,
protects them and puts them back into the river.
That process is now used world-w de at other power
stations.

In preparing for the Surry relicensing
application, we had over 50 dedicated enployees in
this process. They spent thousands of hours getting
ready for this Iicense renewal process, their report
istocontinue operation of Surry Power Station beyond
40 years, and the negligi bl e inpact tothe environnment
around the plant.

In a nonment Bill Bolin, our chief
bi ol ogist will share information with you about our
envi ronnental report.

One of the things we took when we
consi dered whether to apply for relicense for Surry
Power Station was the cost of replacing the plant.

The Surry Power Station generates nore than 1, 600
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nmegawatts of electricity, electricity equival ent for
400, 000 hones.

The station is relatively inexpensive in
today's econony. Surry Power Station was built for
only 400 mllion dollars. That is small when you
consi der building a newplant in today's economy. In
the future nore electricity, not less, wll be
required to neet the grow ng custoner denand.

Because of Surry Power Station's |ow
production costs, overall safety performance, we
believe that relicensing the station is the best
option for neeting the future needs of Virginians.

Finally I would |ike to thank all of you
on behal f of the conpany, Dom nion, for allowingusto
do business in Surry County. W have strived to be a
good corporate citizen, have enjoyed professional
support and the working rel ati onship we have with the
conmunity and other |ocal departnents.

As many of you know Dom ni on has a | ong-
standing tradition of doing this. W denonstrate it
i n adopt - a- hi ghway prograns, Thanksgi vi ng baskets for
t he needy, bl ood drives, we give about 300 pints from
800 enpl oyees, whi ch we consi der very good out put. W
support the area Boy Scouts, Grl Scouts, Special

A ynpi cs, and many ot her comrunity activities.
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Qur vol unt eer programis key to Dom nion's
cor porate phil osophy. W' Il continue this comm tnent
to our communities in the future.

Again, | appreciate this opportunity to
speak to you. | believe Surry Power Station shoul d be
relicensed, and | would like to turn it over to Bil
Bol i n.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
M. Blount. M. Bill Bolin fromDom nion, who is the
manager of environmental bi ol ogy for Dom nionis going
to be our next speaker.

MR. BOLIN. Thank you, Chip. Again, ny
name is Bill Bolin, I'm -- ny official title is
manager of environmental biology. As Richard all uded
to, nmy unofficial title is chief biologist.

| began ny career at Surry nearly 30 years
ago, being the first station biologist that was hired
by what was then VEPCO When Congress passed the
Clean Water Act inthe late 1960s, utility conpanies,
such as mne, had to decide whether they wanted to
hire staff in-house, or hire consultants to neet the
provi sions of the Clean Water Act.

In what | consider, personally, as a
brilliant nove they decided to hire in-house, and |

was fortunate to be asked to join the conpany.
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As such we were one of the first utilities
nationwi de to staff withafull staff of environnental
professionals. | started work here at Surry, and was
primarily responsible for conducting environnental
nonitoring for the station, much of which forns the
basis for our environnental report.

Let me share with you a few exanpl es of
what |'mreferring to. Richard has al ready nenti oned
that there are considerations in the design and
pl acenment of the station.

For exanple he nentioned that the
di scharge for the station was placed upstream to
prevent, or to protect the oyster beds downstream

Anot her exanpl e of the design feature is,
it is actually a design and a construction feature,
t he containnent structures were constructed bel ow
grade so as to reduce the visual inpact to the
hi storic Janes Town and Colonial WIIliansburg sites.

What we did with the excavated material s
when we put it below grade was, we took those
excavated materials and made roads and di kes out on
Hog I sland State W1 dlife Refuge. Previously they had
no way to control flooding and draining so that they
coul d do nore soil managenent for waterfow . Andthis

allowed themto do that.
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| was also involved in what Richard
nmentioned, about the state of the art wthdraw
screens, which are at the intake structure, and now
are used industry-wi de, as he nmentioned, to protect
fish.

| could go on for quite a while about
ot her environnmental considerations at Surry. But
perhaps | should spend alittle bit of my tine tal king
about the essence of our environmental report.

Firstly, as you' ve heard al ready t oday, an
environnental report is required in any nuclear
license renewal process as a part of the Nationa
Envi ronmental Policy Act, or NEPA

The Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssion has
identified nearly 100 environnmental issues that nust
be addressed in the environnmental report by all
applicants, which in this case is us.

Most of these issues were determn ned by
the NRC to be of mnor environnmental inpact, and
therefore may be addressed generically. In our
environmental assessnment we perfornmed a review of
t hese same i ssues, and our assessnment concurred with
t he NRC assessnent.

Sone of the environnmental issues are site-

specific for each facility, and nust therefore be
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addressed accordingly. Some of the categories we
| ooked at included aquatic biology, terrestrial
bi ol ogy, denographi cs, and transm ssion |lineinpacts.

For exanpl e issues that we | ooked at, at
Surry, include such issues as waste heat, water
wi t hdrawal , and t hr eat ened or endanger ed speci es. The
termwaste heat refers to heat that is transferred to
water as it passes through the station to cool the
steam during the electrical generation process.

In the md to late '70s we conducted a
study that led to the inpacts of this waste heat on
t he bottomof the Janmes River. Basically we found no
| ong-term del eterious effects.

And the Virginia State Water Control
Board, which is now called the Departnent of
Environmental Quality, agreed with our findings.

Water wi thdrawal issues were | ooked at,
al so. Water withdrawal represents the water, that |
mentioned earlier, that is used for cooling. The
Virginia Institute of Mrine Sciences studied the
wat er wi thdrawal issue, and again denonstrated no
long-term deleterious effects on the Janes River
ecosystem And, again, the Water Board, now VDEQ

concurred with our findings.
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The evaluation of t hreatened and
endangered species was alittle different, in that we
had to go to state and Federal agencies to investigate
possi bl e i npacts on |isted species, which was an act
that cane along a little later.

Qur research showed no inpact to any
t hreat ened and endangered species as a result of
operation of Surry and its associated transm ssion
lines.

In fact one of the nost long-lived and
successful bald eagle nests in the Chesapeake Bay
popul ationis |ocated on Surry Power Station property.

A couple of site-specific issues that we
| ooked at i ncl uded soci oeconom c i npact, and cul tural
resources. Wth regard to soci oeconom c issues, we
found contribution to the local infrastructure.
Because there woul d be no new construction activity,
we are going to continue to use the sane facilities,
the continued operation of the station neans that
there will be, the inpacts to the cultural resource
will also be negligible.

These are but a few exanpl es of specific
i ssues addressed in the environmental report. I n
eval uating these specific issues we consulted with

representatives of state and Federal resource
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agencies, as well as academ cians, to update our
i nformati on.

In every issue we examned it was
determ ned that the continued generation of
electricity from Surry Power Station benefits our
customers, and the conmunity, while at the same tine
m ni m zi ng environnental inpact.

Surry has a history of excellent
envi ronnment al st ewar dshi p. |"m very proud to have
been a small part of the Surry story, and the even
bi gger Dom ni on story. Over the years it has been ny
distinct privilege to be a part of nunerous conpany-
wi de environmental stewardship projects, such as the
recent peregrine falcon project, which we did this
spring, conducted in partnership with various state
and Federal agencies.

And i n concl usi on Richard and | woul d i ke
to thank you for your participation, your interest,
and your input into this process. It is crucial for
you to be involved. |'mgoing to turn nmy badge around

-- where is Chip?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  |I'mright here.
MR. BOLIN: |"m going to turn ny badge
around. | have been gi ven proxy by Tony Castill o, who

is the refuge nanager at Hog |sl and.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Onh, good, so you are
going to speak for Tony?

MR. BOLIN: |'mgoing to speak for Tony.
I'm going to turn ny Dom nion badge around. He
couldn't make it, but he wanted me to share a couple
of things about Dom nion and Surry as a nei ghbor.

He said that, basically, that they are
extrenely pl eased to be a nei ghbor, or to have Surry
as a neighbor. Three things that he wanted ne to
enphasi ze, safety, which has been said a nunber of
times here. They are extrenely happy to have Surry be
t here.

VWhen t hey had a shooti ng acci dent a coupl e
of years ago, the first people to respond were the
energency teamfromthe power station, and he really
appreci ated that.

Education, there is a joint programthat
t hey work i n conjunction wi th our educati on peopl e at
t he power station when they bring school group tours
on. They work together, and the refuge has the kids
for a while, and the information center has the kids
for a while. So that works well together.

And the other thing that he said was, in

ternms of the environnental projects that we do on the
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power stations, such as the -- | mean, on the refuge,
such as the clean-up

A couple of years ago | was involved in
putting up sone osprey nests in platforns, as an Eagl e
Scout project on the refuge. And he said he really
appreci ates our being a neighbor. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Bill, and
t hanks for bringing us Tony's comments. And | would
like to get Mke Stevens now.

MR. STEVENS: Thank you very nmuch. | have
made some notes, some points to hit on. And if any
point was hit at least three tinmes before ne | was
going to cross it off, so |I don't have many points
left.

| guess what | really want to draw on
nunber one, is 10.3 mllion dollars intaxes |ast year
for a county of 6,000 people. You can imgine the
ef fect that has on our services for the elderly, and
for our children's schools.

From a busi ness point of view, | have a
restaurant, a small inn. The outages which Virginia
Power has considered to put in the off-season, not
during our busy tinme for the restaurant. But we fill
up the roons, we fill up the restaurant. It hel ps us

t o keep our enpl oyee | evel high through the year. And
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that al so adds to the roomtax for the town, payrol
for nmy enpl oyees.

That noney rolls around several tines in
the cormunity before it | eaves. So while nmy enpl oyee
may take home sone change in tips, she stops by the
grocery store, the furniture store, the appliance
store, on the way home. And then, again, that circles
around as wel | .

The enpl oyees have vol unteered their tine
to build an anphi theater over at Chi ppokes, to paint
sone buil di ngs over there. They have been effective
on that, with the Tourism Cormittee, as well as the
Chanmber of Conmer ce.

| would be remiss if | didn't share the
sense of trust that | feel with the plant operators.
Fromny business to the plant, catering and all, | get
to seeinside, to a degree. And the inpression| conme
away wth is a good sense of or der and
pr of essi onal i sm

|*ve never felt unconfortable in any way
going into the plant. Again, clean and orderly. M
father is aretired engi neer for another conpany, and
we used to gotothe Gand Prix and the Indy race. As

he said, if it looks right, chances are it is goingto
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work right. If it |ooks sloppy, then you know you' ve
got some probl enms underneath. It never | ooks sl oppy.

So |'ve al so been asked about how | fee
living close to the reactor. M answer has al ways
been, without hesitation, | sleep just fine. Thank
you very nuch

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, M ke.
Coul d we have Pastor Howard Daniels cone up at this
poi nt ?

PASTOR DANI ELS: Thank you, M. Chairnan,
and good afternoon to each of you.

I come representing the Tri-County
| nt erdenom nati onal M nisters Conference, which take
inlsle of Wght County, Surry, and Prince CGeorge, as
wel|l as Acorn here at Surry County.

| come in favor of relicensing, | wll
refer toit as the plant. And | say that because you
have denonstrated your willingness to be here, and we
desire that you stay here, and to be |icensed.

You' ve denonstrated that through what |
consi der your safety record. W are inpressed and
proud of the fact that we receive a tax base here.
And we are, nore so, pleased with the fact that you

enpl oy sone of our citizens.
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But if you were not safe those aspects
woul d not be inportant at all. And not only that,
having |lived here a nunber of years, | have gained a
vote of confidence as a citizen, that the plant is
saf e.

Li ke some of the others, some have often
joked with me about the safety of the plant. And I
have said to them if sonmething was to happen, they
probabl y woul d get excited, having heard t he news, and
run into a tree and kill thensel ves, before we would
have a concern here.

But we are concerned, and |'m i npressed
with the safety record. Your follow up, your foll ow
t hr ough, having had sone experience in radiol ogical
training, | understand what is involved. So we are
pl eased, on behal f of our m nisters, doing things that
per haps woul d i nprove and nake a difference.

Sonetimes there have been sone products
call ed new and i nproved, and | see Dom ni on Power as
i mproving in areas where sonetinme they may not need
it, but sonetinmes you see away to inprove it, we have
been pleased with that.

So I'mvery pleased with the environnent,

the safety environment as well.
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Now, the nost inportant thing is that it
is inportant to safety, because we are noving to
i ndustrialize our county, and we need that
i nformati on, we need that sellingtip, if youwll, to
those that have shown interest in comng as we

i ndustrialize our county.

And nost inportant one is, | think, is
that |1've asked sone of ny friends, and sone
parishioners who are enpl oyed there, | did not tell

them | would be echoing today, but | just wanted to
know how they felt about the plant in general.

And, naturally, being enpl oyed t hey woul d
certainly speak in favor, but | didn't tell themthat.
They indicated to ne that safety was job one. And |
t hought that sunmed it up well.

So we are pl eased, and we certainly speak
today in favor of the relicensing. Bless you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
Pastor. Could we have M. Thomas Hardy?

MR. HARDY: Good evening, everyone. I
hadn't planned to speak, but | was asked to speak in
behal f of Surry County.

We are one hundred percent, | would say,

in favor of relicensing. | was in on the planning, |
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was on t he Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on here before | retired,
by design, really.

And then | had served for many years on
t he Customer Advisory Board for Virginia Power, and
had a chance to visit a lot of their facilities
t hr oughout the state.

And |I'm pleased with the safety record
that we have at this plant. | was not goi ng to object
at all for the plant com ng to Surry, because it not
only has brought us noney, but it brought us industry
that we didn't even have in the beginning, and it
really has hel ped us in that.

As ny supervisor has said, that Virginia
Power has definitely been a very good nei ghbor to us.
A lot of places throughout the nation objected to
havi ng nucl ear power cone in. But we didn't object.

And | want to thank James City County, and
| sl e of Wght County, for being here today to support
us, and you all don't even get any tax noney. But you
coul d have protested.

| was sent to Tul sa, Oklahoma, after the
| ndi ans got an above-ground storage facility |Iike we
have here in Surry, and to speak to the people out
t here. And | thought | was going to have to be

escorted when | was touring, and | spoke in favor of
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putting one in the Indian reservation out there. So,
you know, they had a | ot of people that protested.

But it didn't faze nme too nuch, it didn't
scare me too nuch for nucl ear power comng to Surry,
because | worked for so many years in the nucl ear
submari ne program In fact, | was one of 12 that
certified submarines to go to sea.

And | know how it feels when NRC -- |
don't think that Surry -- but it was for safety, | was
supervi sor for non-destructive testing, and t hey went
over every record. So | have a | ot of experience in
it.

So t hey have been a good nei ghbor to us in
many ways. |'ve witten a |ot of questions, but |
think all of them have been answered. But there is
one in particular that I want to point your attention
to, since 9-11 cane into effect a few days ago
Septenber 11th, a tragedy to this nation

VWhen the plant was designed, we on the
Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on and ot hers, thought nore of ground
security. Now we have to | ook towards the air. And
fromwhere | live | see flight patterns over Patrick
Henry.

And | would like for the FAA to | ook at

this very closely, because we wouldn't want to be in
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the direct path, even if they have to turn around,
like they did the other day, we don't know what m ght
happen.

We hope it never happens, but | would |ike
to see sonme restrictions on the air space in
conjunction to the nucl ear power plant, because | do
see pl anes coming in at Patrick Henry, that are com ng
too closetothat plant. Soit is something for usto
| ook at, in view of what happened a few days ago.

So t hank you so much, and thanks to Janes
Cty County, Isle of Wght County, and to all the
citizens of Surry County that showed up today. W are
very proud to have you here, and we whol eheartedly
endorse the renewal of the license. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, M.
Hardy, for those comments, and that recommendati on,
al so.

Qur final speaker for this afternoon's
session is M. Ral ph Andersen fromthe Nucl ear Energy
Institute in Washi ngton, D.C.

MR. ANDERSEN:. Thank you, M. Cameron. As
M. Canmeron nentioned, |I'm from the Nucl ear Energy
Institute in Washington, D.C. That is essentiallythe
national policy organization for the nucl ear energy

i ndustry.
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But | would like to say that |I'mspecially
pl eased to be here today, because ny hone is in the
Commonweal th of Virginia, and my electric bill says
Dom nion Virginia Power on it, when | get it every
nont h.

And | shoul d say, parenthetically, that |
grew up in the state of California, and when | noved
out to Virginia ten years ago, it was no |longer a
tragedy when | opened ny electric bill. | really
conmend Dominion Virginia Power on its cost
ef fectiveness.

Nucl ear energy provides electricity for
about one in five businesses and honmes in the United
St at es. That is nuclear energy provides about 20
percent of the electricity in this nation.

But hereinVirginiaelectricity consumers
actually get about 37 percent from the two nuclear
units at Surry, and the two nuclear units at North
Anna.

What | would like to do is just basically
touch on just three of what | think are very good
reasons why |icense renewal should go forward for the

Surry plant.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

60

And these are reasons that |I'msure that
the NRC will address in depth, in the generic
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent.

First of all license renewal is good for
the environnent. | was very interested in hearing
about the various progranms and conservation of the
envi ronnent that takes place at the Surry Plant. And
| should nmention that that is representative of the
progranms at virtually all of the nuclear power plants
in the United States.

But, additionally, nucl ear energy provides
the largest energy source that makes electricity
wi thout emtting green house gases, or other air
pol I utants, such as sul fur di oxi de, or nitrogen oxi de,
that have been related to issues such as gl obal
war m ng, and degradation of air quality. In fact
nucl ear energy provides 70 percent of our nation's
em ssi on-free generation.

Second is hydroelectric power at 29
percent, and then solar energy and w nd power,
actual ly account for alittle |l ess than one percent of

our em ssion-free electrical generation.

Second, license renewal is good for the
| ocal community and the region. Clearly it wll
preserve good jobs for this area. Again, | was very
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interested to hear about |onger term plans for
i ndustrializingthe area, inadditiontotourism food
processing, agriculture, there is a great prem um
placed on |low cost energy, reliable energy, and
additionally just on good air quality.

And, of course, al so given that the plant
is located inthis region it has a profound effect on
your tax base. And, again that is traditionally true
of nost plants, because nobst plants are wusually
| ocated away from | arge netropolitan areas.

And, finally, renewal of Surry's license

is good for the national econony. And that is
because, first of all, | believe the NRCw || concl ude
that renewing the Surry license will be nuch nore

econom cal than building any other source of
electricity to replace it.

And of equal inportance to our nation's
energy policy, thelowcost generation of electricity,
and in particular the price stability of nuclear
energy. W don't have highly variable price, is of
critical inportanceto a stabl e econony, especiallyin
t hi s peri od, when we face t he econom c chal | enges t hat
we do.

| f you think back over the | ast year, at

| east a partial explanation for sone of the headline
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news about energy problens was a direct function of
varying prices associated with natural gas as an
energy supply.

Wth nucl ear energy the prices have been
very consistent, and typically the prices have been
com ng down over time, such that actually in the year
2000 the | owest cost source of energy in the United
States is nuclear energy.

Wat | would like to do is close by
conmendi ng Dom ni on, and t he nucl ear professional s at
Surry, for their continuing excellent record of safety
per formance, and their conm tment to protecting public
heal th and safety, and the environnent.

Toget her these are the key factors that
support a positive decision on renewing the |license.
And | would li ke to echo comments | heard earlier. It
has to be safety first. Those other benefits
certainly come after that.

And then | would just like to nake a
personal remark. |'"ve been in ny current job for
about ten years. Before that | actually worked for a
utility in Mchigan, and then previous to that in
Cal i fornia, at nuclear power plants.

But inthat time |I've had the opportunity

to work with the staff fromvirtually all of the 104
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nucl ear power plants that are currently operating in
the United States. And this is an industry that
prides itself on its professionalism and on its
conmtnent to excellence in safe, reliable, and cost
effective operation.

But what | found over the years is that
within any group of professionals there are always
standouts. And | want to say, quite sincerely, that
over time | have really cone to see the people from
Dom nion Virginia Power in general, as anong t he best
of the best. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Thank you, Ral ph.
That is the last of the speakers who signed up. |
woul d ask if anybody else has a conment that they
wanted to nmake before we adjourn today?

(No response.)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Well, thank
you, all of you, for com ng out today, and for sharing
that information with us. We will be back for another
neeti ng here tonight at 7 o' cl ock, with an open house
at 6 o' clock. Thank you.

(Whereupon, at 3:00 p.m the above-

entitled matter was concl uded.)
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